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Jennie Bringaker

(b. 1978, Oslo) lives and works in Stremmen, Norway. She has a BFA from the
Norwegian Theatre Academy at Ostfold University College and an MFA in Studio
Art at New York University. Recent exhibitions include “Pillow talk Bestiary”, The
Association of Norwegian Sculptors, Oslo, “Human Touch”, Tegnetriennalen,
Kunstnernes Hus, Oslo; “Upstairs”, Femtensesse, Oslo; “Constructing Structures”,
Coast Contemporary, Oslo; “Gripp Extended”, The Art Association of Sandefjord;
and “Lay Me Low”, Nitja Center for Contemporary Art, Lillestrom. In 2022, a solo
exhibition of Bringaker will be shown at Kunstnerforbundet, Oslo and the stone
sculpture “Lussi” will be placed permanently in a public park outside Oslo. Her
work is included in the collections of The National Museum of Norway, Lorenskog
Municipality, Oslo Municipality, KORO - Public Art Norway and The National
Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Trondheim.
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Filipa Ramos
What makes a cat a cat?
— On Jennie Bringaker’s cat figurations

What makes a cat a cat?

Is it the way a cat walks, jumps and curls?
—Elegance, agility, flexibility

How a cat meows, hisses and purrs
—Urgency, intimidation, comfort?

How a cat feels to the human hand?
—The warm softness of fur, the sandpaperness of tongue

How a cat smells to the human nose?
—Sweet, musky hair, pungent urine

Are a cat’s eyes, paws or whiskers the essence of catness?
—Glowing ember, spongy cushions, soft needles

Or is the cat’s essence found in character traits?
—Independence, elegance, coolness

Yet a clumsy cat is a cat.
The internet loves fat cats.
And a hairless devon rex is as cat as any other cat.

Depicting cats in a threshold between realism and imagination, observation and pro-
jection, accuracy and fantasy, artist Jennie Bringaker makes cats that are as anthropo-
morphic as they are real. Her cats are persons, animals and mothers; they are sculp-
tures and performances. They are all these things at once because they are gestures of
figuration. Figurations are important tools to deal with the present. Figurations allow
people to come to terms with reality, to imagine transformation and envisage a future
aligned with what they desire. Figurations are crucial in a moment such as ours, in
which it may be difficult to find a solid ground upon which to materialise desires and
conjure new ideas.

Figurations, which I'd define as image-concepts, have received important mean-

ings in recent years. Ecofeminist theorist Astrida Neimanis, describes figurations as
projected entities, “embodied concepts grounded in our materiality for imagining
and living otherwise”.(1) Writing about figures and not figurations, renown historian
of science Donna Haraway calls them “material semiotic knots™ “Figures collect the
people through their invitation to inhabit the corporeal story told in their lineaments.
Figures are not representations or didactic illustrations but rather material semiotic
nodes, or knots, in which diverse bodies and meanings co-shape one another [...]
figures have always been where the biological and literary or artistic come together
with all the force of lived reality.”(2) Philosopher Rosi Braidotti adds an important
cartographic element to the meaning of figurations, when she sustains that they are
“living maps that acknowledge concretely situated historical positions and they rise in
response to a particular contemporary question or problem”.(3)

Figurations, therefore, allow people to make sense of the world and trust that trans-
formation and emancipation are possible. Jennie Bringaker’s outstanding cat sculp-
tures are figurations, as they act as potential instruments for change, as modes of
allowing people to visualize and experience the intrinsic correlation between animals
and humans, between maternity and sexuality and, in material terms, between crafts
and industry (through her use of car paint on hand-made ceramics) and between the
sculptural, the gestural, the theatrical and the performative.

The forms of understanding that are induced by the animalistic, animistic and femi-
nistic stance of her cat figurations have the potential to initiate concrete and effective
changes in the perception of life and relationships. Through the sexy, uncanny, cute
and provocative pose of a female cat, we recognise our similitude with all beings and
modes of being.

Life is what makes a cat a cat. And in that sense, each of us is as much cat as any cat
is a cat. In their wittiness, sensuality and beauty, this togetherness is celebrated by
Jennie Bringaker’s sculptures.

1. Astrida Neimanis, Bodies of Water—Posthuman Feminist Phenomenology (London: Blooms-
bury, 2017) , 5.

2. Donna Haraway, When Species Meet (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2008), 4.

Rosi Braidotti, Nomadic Subjects (New York: Columbia, 2011), 90.

had

Filipa Ramos, May 2022



Jennie Bringaker
Slicky, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
34x22x25cMm
3,000.00 EUR
INQUIRE
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Jennie Bringaker
Sleepy, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
11x53x21 c™m
3,000.00 EUR
INQUIRE



mailto:jenny%40femtensesse.no?subject=Inquiry%20%7C%20Jennie%20Bringaker%2C%20%22Sleepy%22

Jennie Bringaker
Mommy, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
37x16x19 cm
3,000.00 EUR
INQUIRE
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Jennie Bringaker
Stretchy, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
47x20x 12 cm
3,000.00 EUR
INQUIRE
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Jennie Bringaker
Murky, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
38x20x 15 cm
3,000.00 EUR
INQUIRE
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Jennie Bringaker
Squeziee, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
23x31x33 cm
3,000.00 EUR
INQUIRE



mailto:jenny%40femtensesse.no?subject=Inquiry%20%7C%20Jennie%20Bringaker%2C%20%22Squeziee%22

Jennie Bringaker
Curly, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
14x 31 x29 c™m
3,000.00 EUR
INQUIRE
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Jennie Bringaker
Grazie, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
39x26x15cm
3,000.00 EUR
INQUIRE
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Jennie Bringaker
Solo, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
16x10x 18 cm
1,200.00 EUr
INQUIRE
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Jennie Bringaker
Kicky, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
14x16x12cm
1,200.00 EUr
INQUIRE
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Jennie Bringaker
Kitty, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
17 x8x 10 cm
1,200.00 EUr
INQUIRE
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Jennie Bringaker
Mau, 2022

Car paint on ceramics
1,200.00 EUr

INQUIRE
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Jennie Bringaker

Some velvet morning, 2022
Upholstered mattresses
and pillows

15,000.00 EUR

INQUIRE
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